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From News Dispatches 

The Soviet-backed 
popular movement for the 
Liberation of Angola said 
yesterday that its New 
Year’s offensive had 
produced victories on 
nearly all fronts with its 
two rival independence 
movements. 

Leaders of' the other two 
movements admitted the 
current Popular Movement 
offensive had made gains, 
checked their advances in 
some areas and left them 
outmannedin others. 

Johnny Eduardo Pinnock, a 
spokesman at the Zaire 
headquarters of the two pro- 
Western groups, said both 
Uige, their headquarters in 
the northern Angola, and 
Negage, which included a 
major airbase, had been lost. 

The capture of Negage by. 
the Popular Movement was 
considered particularly • im- 
portant, since it had served as 
a depot for Western supplies 
flown in on C-130 aircraft. 
South African sources said the 
two groups were trying to 
recapture the two towns. 

South Africa announced that 
a brigadier and five other 
military men had been killed 
in the fighting area along the 
Angolan border-four in a 
plane crash and two from 
wounds suffered in un- 
specified “action.” 

It was the largest toll an- 
nounced at one time since 
South African troops began 
supporting forces fighting the 
Popular Movement. The total 
South African death toll since 
November is now put at 24, 
plus three listed as missing. 
The previous * losses had 
already been a blow to South 
African public morale and had 
been instrumental in a 
growing sentiment to with- 


draw South African forces 
from Angola. 

There were conflicting 
reports on the progress of 
rival forces in some parts of 
Angola. Earlier reports, from 
U. S. government sources said 
one of the pro-West groups, 
the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) was threatening two 
key Popular Movement towns 
in eastern Angola. 

The reports s^iid UNITA 
forces with South African 
support were moving on 
Teixeira de Sousa, a rail 
junction, and Henrique de 
Carvalho, which has an air- 
field. Loss of the towns would 
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force the Popular Movement 
back 400 miles to Malange, 
greatly reducing its territory. 

But Monday night UNITA 
leader Jonas Savimbi said his. 
troops were under pressure 
and planned no offensives 
until after the forthcoming 
Organization of African Unity 
summit in Addis Ababa. The 
fierce Popular Movement 
offensive in the north has 
apparently been designed to 
rally support for its cause at 
that summit. 

Spokesmen for the other 
group Western-backed group, 
the National Front for the 
Liberation of Angola, say the 
Popular Movement push north 
includes large contingents of 
Cuban troops and remnants of 
the Congolese secessionist 
Katanga army. 

’ The Popular Movement said 
it had also advanced in central 
Angola, taking the town of 
Kungo south Of Cariango and 
capturing three South African 
regular soldiers. 

Radio broadcasts from the 
Popular Movement capital at 
Luanda said political com- 
missars were following the 
troops and organizing the 
tribespeople in the 
“liberated” areas. The people 
were being urged to boost 
agricultural production as 
•part of a “production battle,” 
the radio said. 

U. S. government analysts 
!in Washington said they- 
thought the Popular 
. Movement offensive would go 
Tio further than Uige and 
Negage, since the two towns 
marked the. northern 
territorial limits of the 
Kumbundu tribe, the Popular 
Movement’s main base of 
support. 

In the highlands further 
north live the Bacongo tribe, 
the principal supports of the 
National Front, the analysts 
said. They said the paved road 
used by the Popular 
Movement’s Soviet T-34 tanks 
ends about 50 miles beyond 
Uigej where the countryside 
becomes increasingly 
mountainous and hostile. 

In other Angolan 
developments: 

—Nigeria rejected a U.. Sv 
suggestion tha_t the for- ■ 
thcoming OAU summit on 
Angola insist on the with- 
drawal of Soviet and Cuban 
military advisers from the 
former Portuguese colony. 
Nigeria called a letter from 
President Ford making the 
suggestion to African 
governments “overbearing” 
and “patronizing.” 

. The Nigerian statement 
came after Uganda President 



Idi Amin, who has supported a 
policy similar to the U. S. 
suggestion, made a surprise 
two-hour visit to Lagos to 
discuss the Angolan situation. 

—Guinea President Sekou 
Toure said he would quit the 
OAU if it did not recognize the 
Popular Movement as the sole 
government of Angola. 

—Guinea Bissau said it 
would; support the Popular 
Movement at the African 
summit, while Sudan said it 
will support an end to foreign 
intervention and an Angolan 
government including all 
three rival groups— the 
position suggested by the 
United States. 

—Savimbi, the UNITA, 
leader, said his troops had 
clashed with some forces from 
the National Front, *their 
allies, at Huambo in southern 
Angola on Christmas Eve and 
that 20 men had been killed. 
Savimbi- blamed Daniel 
Chipenda, a National Front 
leader who quit the Popular 
Movement after losing a 
leadership fight, for the clash 
and called him a “reac- 
tionary.” 

U.S. -South Africa 
Cooperation Denied 

Reuter 

The State Department 
yesterday denied reports that 
the United States has been 
coordinating its strategy in 
Angola with South Africa. 

State- Department 
spokesman Robert Funseth 
al$o denied a report that the 
United States had requested 
South Africa to send troops 
into Angola to resist the 
Soviet-backed Popular 
Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola. “We are not 
coordinating our policy in 
Angola^ with South Africa,” 
Funseth said. 

Referring, to a report in 
today’s Washington Post that 
the United States had asked 
for South African intervention 
in Angola, Funseth said, 
“That statement is false.” 


